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Foreword

This joint study tried to reconsider the roles of government in response to smaller roles played by family in the
framework proposed by Gesta Esping-Andersen, which conceptualizes welfare state within interactions of three
actors: market, government, and family. Five papers, outcomes of the joint study conducted in the period of 2019 to
2021, are summarized as below.

The first paper by Kodama analyzed marriage behaviors as family formation. The average family size is on a
long-term downward trend: 5.10 persons per family in 1940 to 2.26 in 2020. The paper found that widening income
inequality since the 1990s decreased the marriage rate of low-income men, making it more difficult for them to
form families. Family size are expected to continue to decrease in the future, thereby weakening its roles.

An example of weakening family functions is insufficient mutual supports among family members to overcome
temporary difficulties. The second paper by Kawade suggested that the government could not complement this
aspect. The paper compared yearly incomes with their subsequent three-year averages in 2009 and 2017, and
revealed that transition probability from low to higher income categories declined. The decline may likely be
attributable partly at least to changes in tax and social security systems that took place during the period.

The third paper by Maeda provided a new perspective on intergenerational resource reallocation by calculating
discount present values of lifetime consumption, including benefits in kind, for each generation. Conventionally,
with regard to the social security systems, generational accounting methods showed burdens outweighing benefits
would place generations born later at a disadvantageous position. However, even under such situations, labor
productivity growth by 1 percent per year would ensure comparable discounted present value of lifetime
consumption for the cohort born in 2010, which is not much different from the 1980 counterpart. It is of great
significance in policy debates and seems worth close reexamination.

The fourth paper by Nagamachi tried to provide an overall picture of household behaviors: it supplemented sub-
sectorized SNA household income expenditure accounts by unpaid work information, such as domestic work,
obtained from micro-data of the Survey on Time Use and Leisure Activities. The obtained picture comprehensively
showed household behaviors comprising purchase of market goods and services, receipt of benefits in kind from
the government, and work inside and outside the household. The created dataset uncovered new facts, such as
simultaneous increases in in-kind benefits of nursing care and childcare on one hand, and in their related domestic
work on the other, a sign of no substitution between the two.

In the fifth paper by Kawagoe, a survey was conducted at the time of the House of Representatives election in
October, 2021 to know voters’ preferences of various policy options. Conjoint analysis enabled us to show their
preferences as willingness-to-pay to put policy options into practice. The WTPs turned out to differ greatly,
depending on financing means to implement policies, that is, taxes or budget deficits, and on voters’ personal
characteristics, such as whether they were willing to go to vote or not. Given the differences, building consensus to

implement policies seems by no means easy.



Thus, the roles played by the government may have to change as a consequence of likely smaller roles by family
in the future. We would like to undertake studies to contribute to clarifying what roles the government are expected

to play, and to what extent.






