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Abstract

During the years 573B. C. - 558B. C. very radical social developments took place in Jin (%), mainly
owing to the efforts of Xun Ying (&j%%). It was the time from Yanling war to the death of Duke Dao
of Jin.

At that time, Jin (%) and Chu (3%) struggled with each other to control Zheng (8§). Chu wanted
to expand toward the North, Huanghe Valley (EE[i#iiE). For that purpose Chu had to keep Zheng
under its control and go through Zheng at any cost. On the contrary, Jin should check Chu's advance
by all means.

Thus, several severe battles broke out on the Honan plain (JA[E~F2)5%). Xun Ying constructed the
advanced base, Hulao (%) fortress. He succeeded in preventing the advance of Chu strong Army.
Zheng was suffering from hard battles between two big powers. After all, Jin defeated Chu and
lowered international prestige of Chu. In addition to that, Chu encoutered the resistance of Wu (I%).

The outlook for Chu's future was becoming worse and worse.
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