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[Abstract]

Ethical Considerations of the Concept of "Ethical Consumption"

This paper provides an overview of the definition of "ethical consumption" in " Summary
of Ethical Consumption Research Group: Your Consumption Will Change the Future of
the World" (Ethical Consumption Research Group, 2017) and "Report on the Survey of
Trends in Ethical Consumption Abroad" (Consumer Affairs Agency, 2016). It clarifies
that "ethical consumption" is consumption based on an individual's voluntary will. We
also showed that the concept of “ethical consumption” is not an act in which the supply
side and the demand side mutually pursue profit, i.e., self-interest, but rather an act
that requires consideration not only for the direct contractual partner but also for others
who are invisible.

This paper also points out that, based on traditional economics, rational economic
people would conclude that “ethical consumption” is not “behavior based on self-interest.”
therefore, rational economic people would refrain from “ethical consumption.” However,
there are now some objections to such traditional economic conclusions. As one such
argument, Soper's "alternative hedonism" is presented. Alternative hedonism sees
concerns for society and the environment as the fulfillment of desires that were not met
in the traditional mainstream "consumerism," and shows the possibility that self-
interest and consideration for others can coexist in consumption.

Furthermore, this paper focuses on the gap between consumer awareness and actual
behavior regarding consumption, which is both "self-interest" and "consideration for
others," and discusses that companies can play a large role in filling this gap. It also
considers the need to create socio-economic conditions in which frugality is not
necessary in order to fill this gap.

Our ethical discussion has revealed that the concept of “ethical consumption” has
generated new theories and practices. The accumulation of discussions on the concept

will continue to generate them in the future.
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