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Was Unpaid Work Truly Made Visible?
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Abstract

The 1995 World Conference on Women in Pekin was one of the driving forces in making unpaid
work, which was done overwhelmingly by women, visible and measurable. Similar efforts were made
in Japan, and an international comparison of unpaid work became possible using a time-use survey.
Research indicated that Japanese men spent minimal time on unpaid work and that Japanese women
worked the longest hours doing paid and unpaid work. Despite such endeavors, this article shows
that a substantial portion of women's unpaid work continues to evade existing surveys and remains
invisible. These include “unnamed housework,” emotion labor, and remembering tasks. Furthermore,

there is unpaid work whose burden cannot be measured by the time spent or frequency. These
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include tasks done simultaneously, tasks necessitating a particular time or place to accomplish, and
tasks with primary responsibility. The fact that the quality and quantity of the burden of unpaid
work assumed by women have not been adequately measured suggests the need to share such work

with men and society.
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TIRA RT=712lE, BIZZDRZRAY DEFEENAAFUEEN TS DD H D L5 BSS, £D
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